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In  biblical  narrative  the  function  of  the  circumstantial 

clause  (CiCl),  chained  in  parataxis  to  the  core  clause, 

often is  more complex than  the role of  a  āḥ l  modifier 

within the clause. If we describe the clause to which the 

CiCl is conjoined as the core clause (mainly as link in the 

event sequence),  we may note two different aspects of 

this  role.  As  a  clause,  the  CiCl  presents  its  main 

information as an independent focus outside the focus of 

the core clause (Gen 27.29: Esau came in from the field 

and he was famished; contrast 2 Sam 16.14). Within the 

development of  the discourse the CiCl,  indicating static 

situations, or at least less dynamic processes, halts the 

sequential progress of the event sequence (described as 

foreground or, preferable, traject), and thus is highlighted 

as  new  landmark  (augmented  salience),  or,  in  literary 

terms,  is  deautomized/defamiliarized 

(Verfremdung/ostranenie ).  In  some  cases  such 

Verfremdung  could be described as ‘enhancing’ (2 Kings 

2.17),  indicating  a  particular  problematic  (Gen 12.6)  or 

even., e.g., an accusation (Deut 25.18). Often one notes 
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the introduction of a narrative thread paralleling or rather 

crossing the main thread: ‘Eli was sitting upon his seat by 

the road to Mitzpa (!)’ (1 Sam 4.13); ‘Now Eli was ninety-

eight years old and his eyes were set, and he could not 

see’  (v.  15);  ‘Now  she  was  purifying  herself  after  her 

period’ (2 Sam 11.4). As the latter example indicates, the 

CiCl  often  serves  as  trigger  for  further  developments, 

rather than as mere background or digression (so also, 

e.g., Gen 2.25; 13.2; 40.23; Exod 17.1; Judg 7.1, 8; 1 Sam 

3.1b; 4.4b). 

One of the outstanding features of the CiCl is the lack of 

any indication of its logical connection to the core clause. 

In  a  Rhetorical  Structure  Theory  perspective  (Mann-

Thompson,  1987) such non-indication leaves the reader 

the task/opportunity to find out for himself how a given 

situation affects his understanding and assessment of the 

events (so already Wellhausen 1878). Hence the CiCl is a 

main building stone for  biblical  narrative (so already R. 

Joseph Kara).


